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Gleanings from
• the consequences of covenant-breaking 

are devastating and far-reaching…

• yet God’s word does not fail (i.e. His 

promise to David – 2 Sam. 7)

Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to 

Shechem to make him king. 2 Now when Jeroboam the son of Nebat 

heard of it, he was living in Egypt (for he was yet in Egypt, where he 

had fled from the presence of King Solomon). 3 Then they sent and 

called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and 

spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 “Your father made our yoke hard; 

now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy 

yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.” 5 Then he said to 

them, “Depart for three days, then return to me.” So the people 

departed.
6 King Rehoboam consulted with the elders who had served his 

father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, “How do you counsel 

me to answer this people?” 7 Then they spoke to him, saying,  

“If you will be a servant to this people today, and will serve them and 

grant them their petition, and speak good words to them, then they 

will be your servants forever.” 8 But he forsook the counsel of the 

elders which they had given him, and consulted with the young men 

who grew up with him and served him. 9 So he said to them, “What 

counsel do you give that we may answer this people who have 

spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke which your father put on 

us’?” 10 The young men who grew up with him spoke to him, saying, 

“Thus you shall say to this people who spoke to you, saying, ‘Your 

father made our yoke heavy, now you make it lighter for us!’ But you 

shall speak to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s loins! 
11 Whereas my father loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to 

your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline 

you with scorpions.’”

12 Then Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the 

third day as the king had directed, saying, “Return to me on the third 

day.” 13 The king answered the people harshly, for he forsook the 

advice of the elders which they had given him, 14 and he spoke to 

them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father 

made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father 

disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.” 

15 So the king did not listen to the people; for it was a turn of 

events from the LORD, that He might establish His word, which 

the LORD spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the 

son of Nebat.

16 When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people 

answered the king, saying,

“What portion do we have in David?

We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse;

To your tents, O Israel!

Now look after your own house, David!”

So Israel departed to their tents. 17 But as for the sons of Israel who 

lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 
18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the forced 

labor, and all Israel stoned him to death. And King Rehoboam made 

haste to mount his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been 

in rebellion against the house of David to this day.
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20 It came about when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had 

returned, that they sent and called him to the assembly and made 

him king over all Israel. None but the tribe of Judah followed the 

house of David. 
21 Now when Rehoboam had come to Jerusalem, he assembled 

all the house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen 

men who were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel to 

restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22 But the 

word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 23 “Speak 

to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the 

house of Judah and Benjamin and to the rest of the people, saying, 

24 ‘Thus says the LORD, “You must not go up and fight against 

your relatives the sons of Israel; return every man to his house, for 

this thing has come from Me.”’” So they listened to the word of the 

LORD, and returned and went their way according to the word of the 

LORD.

(1 Kings 12:1-24)

1.  His prophetic word/promise is certain

• no king or counsel can thwart His decree

• human decisions and actions only serve to 

fulfill His word

2.  His sovereign work fulfills His word

• “twist from Yahweh” – He is ultimately behind 

this unexpected “turn of affairs”

• He works in and through Rehoboam’s free, 

responsible actions to fulfill His word

 God’s “strange” providence

• ultimate example – the crucifixion of Jesus

27 For truly in this city there were gathered together 

against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 

both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles 

and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand 

and Your purpose predestined to occur.

(Acts 4:27-28)
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28 And we know that all things to work together for 

good to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose.
(Romans 8:28)
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